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NOW CHOSEN FOR THE SHORTLIST – 

The Guardian’s NOT THE BOOKER PRIZE 2009

There has been much talk of late about how the continuing financial turmoil will find expression in the arts. Will the literature of this depression match the quality of that created in the 1930s? Quartet Books were intending to publish James Palumbo’s startling first novel later in the year, but our belief in its relevance to these troubled times convinces us this Swiftian fable of excess should be published as soon as possible. 

Impossible to précis its narrative, Palumbo’s story weaves and curves its way around the adventures of Tomas, a young man on the make in a world of wealth, privilege and corruption. Like Candide and Gulliver before him, Tomas’s adventures will startle the reader’s imagination, yet linger in her mind. What seems grotesque, even impossible, has already happened ... For excess of imagination, passion, outrage, death and love, greed and vice, often provide a clearer view of life.
THE AUTHOR

The Ministry of Sound, James Palumbo’s iconic South London night club, established a bench mark which captivated a generation. The creation of a worldwide multi-media business renowned for its innovative and daring visions has ensured his continuing influence within the popular culture of our times. 
TOMAS is Palumbo’s first novel.
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